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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97 



Sir, 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, which encourages the filing of an 
Information Disclosure Statement, the Applicants submit this paper to introduce art 
that they wish to have the Examiner consider, or to introduce art in compliance 
with their duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

The Applicants wish to introduce art having some relevance to the 
present application, which has been listed on the attached modified PTO Form 
1449. This form include two (2) U.S. patents, and eight (8) non patent literature 
references. 

No representation is made that a specific search has been made by the 
Applicants, that the information is material to the claimed subject matter, that the 
information is non-cumulative, or that the information represents the only or the 
best information. The Applicants do not admit that any of the information they 
have provided is necessarily prior to their invention. Any question that may arise 
regarding priority of a specific reference shall be resolved during prosecution. 
Copies of the above-identified documents are enclosed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 
1.98(a). 
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The enclosed document is being submitted for the express purpose of 
providing the Patent and Trademark Office with the opportunity to make an 
evaluation and to arrive at an independent assessment of materiality of the 
document to the examination of this application. The Examiner is requested to 
disregard any markings on the documents. Markings on the documents should not 
be regarded as necessarily pointing out the portions of the documents regarded by 
the Applicants as relevant to the subject application. 

Based upon the differences between the Applicants 7 invention as 
compared to the teachings and disclosures of the art provided, it is the Applicants' 
belief that their invention is neither anticipated nor suggested by the references. 
In the event further clarification of the art may be deemed necessary, the 
undersigned attorney would welcome a telephone call from the Examiner. Should 
the Examiner hold a contrary opinion regarding relevance of any of the document 
discussed herein, it will readily be reconsidered in light of any rejection that may 
be made. 

Applicants respectfully requests that the information cited be made of 
record in the subject case. In the event a fee required for the filing of this 
document is missing or insufficient, the undersigned attorney hereby authorizes the 
Commissioner to charge payment for any fees associated with this communication 
or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 18-0987. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Mark L. Weber, Reg. No. 46,069 
Renner, Kenner, Greive, Bobak, Taylor 

& Weber 
400 First National Tower 
Akron, Ohio 44308-1456 
Telephone: (330) 376-1242 
Attorney for Applicants 

April 7, 2004 
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NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL Lb I I EKS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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WnrlH n^talnn nf Oil Snill Rp<5nnn<;p PrnHnrta* Rnhprt ^rhnlyp f'FHitnrV Rth 

Edition (1995); Kepner Plastics Fabricators, Inc. entry; pgs. 1-247 and 248 
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Edition (1995); Oil Stop Inc. entry; pgs 1-252 and 253 








WnrlH f^atalnn nf Oil ^nill Rp^nnnQP PrnHimt^* Rnhprt ^rhnl7P fFHitnrV 

5th Edition (1995); RO-Clean International entry; pg 1-257 








World Oatalnn nf Oil Snill Rp^nnn^p Prndurte* Rnhprt Srhul7p (FriitnrV 
5th Edition (1995); Vikoma entry; pgs 1-264 through 267 








World Catalog of Oil Spill Response Products; Robert Schulze (Editor); 5th 
Edition (1995); Engineered Fabrics Corporation entry; pgs 1-235 and 236 








Oil Stop Inc. boom information form http://www.oilstop.com, 

http://www.oilstop.com/inflatablebooms.htm and http://www.oilstop.com/autoboom.htm 








RO-Clean International boom information from 
http://www.ro-cleandesmi.com/contary-boom3500.html 








Vikoma boom information from http://www.vikoma.com 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance in completing the form, cali 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file {and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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